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JAGUARS IN THE WILD

Jaguars are the world’s third-largest cat. Only the tiger and the lion are bigger. Find out more
about jaguars by reading the web below. Then use this week’s cover story and the information in
the web to help you answer the questions below.

It has excellent hearing. It can pick
up the sound of an animal’s movements
before it sees the animal.

It has powerful jaws and sharp teeth. It usually
kills its prey with one bite to the skull.

It usually lives close to water. It can be
found in rain forests, swampy and open
grasslands, semideserts and dense forests.

It uses its retractable claws to grab
animals and catch fish.

It has a special lining at the back of its
eyes. This lining reflects light and helps
the jaguar to see in dim light.

It eats more than 85 species of animals, including
capybaras (large rodents), deer, monkeys,
freshwater fish, birds, snakes and turtles.

(It is a strong swimmer and climber. )

1. Read the story “Gaining Ground” (pp. 4-5). Then use two facts from the story to complete
the web.

2. Jaguars are nocturnal; they hunt at night. List two features that help them to hunt.

3. Jaguars that live in the forest have darker coats than those that live in open grasslands. How
else do jaguars adapt to their environment? Give two examples.

&. Write two questions that can be answered from reading this web. Then trade papers with a
classmate and challenge him or her to answer each question.
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